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Choose TWO (2) of the following questions and answer them as fully as you can in 
essay form in either English or German. Each answer is worth 50 marks. 


QUESTION 1 — Goethe 


Faust: eine Tragddie by J. W. von Goethe begins with the “Prolog im Himmel”. God and 
Mephisto make a bet as to whether Mephisto can mislead God’s true servant, Faust. God is 
certain that he will win the bet, stating: 


“Ein guter Mensch in seinem dunklen Drange 
Ist sich des rechten Weges wohl bewusst.” 


(Goethe, Faust. 1835) 


Is Faust “ein guter Mensch”? 


QUESTION 2 —- Borchert 


The main figure of Borchert’s drama DrauGen vor der Tur refers to himself as “den 
gemordeten Moérder Beckmann”. Is this a legitimate characterisation of the main character? 


And does this depiction of Beckmann help to make the play a good example of anti-war 
literature? 


QUESTION 3 - Boll 


Marcel Reich-Ranicki is of the opinion that Bdll’s heroes are “beklagenswerte Opfer der 
historischen Verhaltnisse”. 


Discuss this statement in relation to his early works Der Zug war pUnktlich and Wo warst du, 
Adam? 
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QUESTION 4 - Grass 


“In Die Blechtrommel the author surveys the happenings within a petit bourgeois 
environment in the years between 1899 and 1954, set in Danzig until the Second World War 
and then in Dusseldorf. He describes this catalogue of events not directly, but through the 
medium of a narrator, Oskar Matzerath. The latter views the outside world in an eccentric 
and at the same time egocentric manner.” 

(Noel L. Thomas) 


To what extent can Gunter Grass’ novel Die Blechtrommel be considered a historical novel? 
And does the peculiar perspective of the narrator add to or detract from the novel’s attempts 
to critically treat the recent German past? 


Total: 100 marks 


END OF EXAMINATION 
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